Minutes of the 17th meeting of the Working Party on Polymer Reaction Engineering

Date: 3 October 2004, 15.30-17.00

Place: University of Hamburg (Germany)

Present: 

Giuseppe Maschio (Universita di Messina, Italy)

Claude Passaplan (Sulzer Chemtech, Switserland)

Brian Brooks (Loughsborough University, United Kingdom)

Maartje Kemmere (Eindhoven University of Technology, The Netherlands)

Marco Drache (University of Claustal, Germany)

Gudrun Schmidt-Naacke (University of Claustal, Germany)

Rolf Bachmann (Bayer, Germany)

Mario Costa (LSRE-FEUP, Portugal)

Christian Fonteix (LSGC-ENSIC, France)

Sandrine Hoppe (LSCG-ENSIC, France)

Tim McKenna (LCPP-CNRS, France)

Hans-Ulrich Moritz (University of Hamburg, Germany)

Fernand Pla (CNRS-ENSIC, France)

Jean-Pierre Puaux (ISTIL-UCBL, France)

Shahriar Sajjadi (King’s College London, United Kingdom)

Cornelius Schrauwen (LCGC-CNRS, France)

Joao Soares (University of Waterloo, Canada)

Jos Keurentjes (Eindhoven University of Technology, The Netherlands), secretary

Thierry Meyer (EPFL Lausanne, Switserland), chairman

Agenda:

1. opening

2. report on EFCE meeting (TM)

3. announcements (TM)

4. books (TM/MK)

5. PhD conference (JK, round table)

6. next meeting

ad 2.

TM gave a presentation of the Working Party chairmen meeting held 28 June 2004. The slides presented are added to the minutes.

ad 3.

To come to a more crosslinked network of Working Parties within the EFCE, the intention is to intensify contacts with Working Parties that are active in fields related to PRE. The first two contacts proposed are with the WP on High Pressure Technology (prof. Z. Knez) and WP on Mixing (dr. J. Bertrand). The chairmen involved will work out a plan for closer collaboration.

In 2006 TM and JK intend to retreat as chairman/secretary and members are invited to consider taking over these positions. During the 2005 WP meeting we can reserve some time for candidates to present their plans.

ad 4.

Currently 2 books are being edited on behalf of the WP PRE. TM presents the contents of the “Polymer Reaction Engineering Handbook” which is in press now and will appear early 2005. Many thanks to all the authors for their efforts, because it has really become a Working Party book! 

MK presents the status of the book on “Supercritical Carbon Dioxide in Polymer Processes”. Drafts of nearly all chapters have been received and the book is expected to appear in spring 2005.

ad 5.

During the Granada meeting already some discussion was started on the possibilities to organize a PhD conference. Now, this discussion was continued leading to the following conclusions, essentially shared by all participants:

· indeed a PhD conference is desirable; in principle all groups represented in the meeting intend to send students

· the program should be “by and for” PhD students; this also makes that we should leave the organization and the program to a committee of students (we are just there for backup)

· the planning would be fall 2005

· finances are an issue, but are not considered the limiting factor (sponsoring by Dechema, DPI, industry or other institutions are to be considered)

· some suggestions for cheap and easily accessible locations were made: Rimini and Mallorca

· integration with a course part (including credit points) should be considered to avoid the impression of a “paid vacation” (this point was raised in later discussions)

JK will send around an e-mail to the WP members to ask for PhD students that can be contact person for the different groups and from which we can install the organizing committee. 

Ad 6. 

Borealis has offered to host the next WP meeting. A number of participants have difficulties with the travel time involved. TM and JK will look for alternatives.

As for the program, we agree that a two-day meeting with one “scientific” and one “working” day is attractive. TM/JK will come with a proposition to fill in the second day.

Timing:  Beginning October 2005 is generally preferred rather than June. 

Actions 

Books: TM, JK, MK

PhD conference: JK

Next meeting: TM/JK
















