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EFCE Working Party on 

Distillation, Absorption and Extraction

Minutes of 46th meeting

Held in Huelva, Spain on 16 September 2004

Present:

	Belgium
	George
	De Bruyn
	

	Belgium
	Dominique
	Balthasart
	(replacing Maurice Preumont)

	Finland
	Juhani
	Aittamaa
	

	Finland
	Kari
	Keskinen
	

	Germany
	Wolfgang
	Arlt
	

	Germany
	Andrzej
	Gorak
	

	Germany
	Hartmut
	Schoenmakers
	

	Germany
	Reinhart
	Billet
	

	Germany
	Hans Jorg
	Bart
	

	Italy
	Elisabetta
	Brunazzi
	

	Netherlands
	Andre
	de Haan
	

	Netherlands
	Zarko
	Olujic
	

	Slovenia
	Mili
	Fele
	(replacing Janvit Golob)

	Spain
	Jose
	Coca
	(organiser)

	Switzerland
	Ralf
	Proplesch
	

	Switzerland
	Lothar
	Spiegel
	

	United Kingdom
	Richard
	Darton
	

	United Kingdom
	Eva
	Sorensen
	

	United Kingdom
	Malcolm
	Woodman
	


Apologies for Absence:

Apologies were recceived from Dr Preumont (Belgium), Prof Jørgensen (Denmark), Dr Kooijman (Netherlands), Prof Skogestad (Norway), Dr Nordstad (Norway), Prof Pohorecki (Poland), Prof Kuzniar (Poland), Prof Toikka (Russia), Prof Golob (Slovenia), Prof Wolf (Israel), Prof Nagahama (Japan), Dr Lockett (USA), Dr Pilavachi (EFCE).

No notification:

No notifications were received from Kolev (Bulgaria), Misek (Czech Republic), Wichterle (Czech Republic), Sørensen (Denmark), Breysse (France), Prevost (France), Nencetti (Italy), Zuiderweg (Netherlands), Medina (Portugal), Kulov (Russia), Semiat (Israel), Yu (China) or Stichlmair (Germany).

1. Working Party Membership

Dr Malcolm Woodman from BP Chemicals Ltd was welcomed as a new official industrial representative from the United Kingdom. 

The new official representatives were reminded that it was their responsibility to ensure that their respective national societies informed EFCE officially of their appointments. 

It was noted that several countries are still not represented on the working party, have only one representative or have a representative who is not attending meetings or is not communicating with the working party. New members are therefore sought from Austria (no members), Bulgaria (only one member who is not attending meetings or communicating), France (two members who are not attending meetings or communicating), Hungary (no members), Russia (only one academic member), Portugal (only one member who is not attending meetings or communicating), Slovenia (only one member), Spain (only one academic member) and Sweden (no members).

Another effort will be made to urge EFCE to write to the national societies of the countries mentioned to recruit new members.

                                                        Actions: Working Party Secretary to contact EFCE again

Dr Bruyn has suggested a French industrial member (Mrs Nathalie Hess, Atofina).

Actions: Working Party Chair to contact Mrs Hess

Prof Coca will suggest a Spanish industrial member.

                                                        Actions: Prof Coca to suggest Spanish member 

2. Minutes of 2003 meeting 

The minutes from the 45th meeting held in Hyvinka, Finland on 5 June 2003 were received and approved.

3. Matters arising

4. (Minutes 2003) Property Prediction: At the meeting in 2003, it was agreed that the industrial members would collate a list or overview of problems within this area. The purposes of this were i) to influence software vendors in how they develop their software and ii) as supporting document for funding applications. Mrs Cordiner (UK) agreed to start the work and to circulate ideas to all WP members, however, Mrs Cordiner since left the Working Party and relocated to the US.

Prof Gorak informed the Working Party that the AIChE may be in the process of compiling such a document.

Action: Working Party Chair to investigate

8. (Minutes 2003) Publications: At the meeting in 2003, it was agreed that all presentations from technical meetings be made available electronically, although industrial speakers might want to omit company sensitive material. Prof Aittamaa (Finland) agreed to host the presentations from this meeting on the Web site he had already set up (http://www.hut.fi/Units/ChemEng/efce/).

Actions: Speakers to e-mail presentations from the 2004 meeting to Professor Aittamaa

It was noted that there is no link from the EFCE page (www.efce.org) to the page of this Working Party. 
Actions: Working Party Secretary to ask EFCE to provide link to WP page

4. Objectives of the Working Party

The objectives of the working party were reviewed, in particular, the format and content of this and future technical meetings. 

This meeting started with two presentations on Where Fluid Separations is Going”, given by Prof Gorak and Dr Schoenmakers for Germany, and by invited delegate Prof Peter Jansens from The Netherlands. The presentations were very well received and generated an interesting discussion.

These presentations were followed by brief presentations by new Working Party members where Prof Bart (Germany), Prof de Haan (Netherlands), Dr Sorensen (UK) and Dr Woodman (UK) presented their work.

The main topics covered at this technical meeting, Refinery Separations and CO2 Removal and Sequestration, were discussed. It was felt that the focus of the Refinery session was not only on Refinery Separations but also on other new work within Distillation and Absorption. 

It was agreed to continue having an initial session with presentations by new members.

It was suggested and agreed to have only one focus session at the next meeting and to have the second session as an open, or What’s New, session.

It was also suggested and agreed to, if possible, have an extended introductory session where the host gives a small overview of the use of Distillation, Absorption and Extraction in his/her country, the main industrial players and the main research centres.

Action: WP members to suggest talks or speakers

5. Preparations for Distillation & Absorption 2006 conference

Dr Sørensen informed the Working Party of the plans for the next Distillation & Absorption conference which will take place in London, UK on 4-6 September 2006 and will be organised by a sub-committee of the IChemE’s Fluid Separation Processes Subject Group chaired by Dr Sørensen (UK) with the administrative work done by IChemE. 

The location will be Imperial College London in South Kensington which is in the centre of London with easy access from all London’s 5 airports as well as Euro Star trains.

It is planned that the conference should cover a wide range of sectors such as: 
- Refinery and petrochemicals 
- Pharmaceuticals, fine and specialty chemicals 
- Food and labile products 
- Gas processing and LNG 
- Cryogenics 
- Environment and CO2 capture

The main topics of the conference will be:

1. Basic data 
2. Modelling and simulation (steady-state, dynamic and CFD) 
3. Control and operations 
4. Equipment (design and operation) 
5. Process troubleshooting and solving operational problems 
6. Integrated, hybrid and novel processes 
7. Energy efficiency and sustainability

Keynote lectures and conference sponsors have already been confirmed and a very strong Scientific Committee recruited.

It is planned to have both paper proceedings as well as a CD-Rom as part of the delegate pack, and to publish a selection of the papers in Chemical Engineering Research & Design (ChERD) after the conference. A double review process is planned where abstracts are reviewed in the first round and papers in the second.

It is hoped to have the first Call for Papers ready in time for the AIChE Annual Meeting in November 2004.

It was suggested that Consumer Care (consumer products such as cosmetics, nappies etc) should be included as a sector of interest. It was also noted that the suggested programme was heavily focussed on Distillation and that Absorption should feature stronger.

Action: Dr Eva Sørensen to report to D&A Organising Committee

6. Next Working Party meetings

The Working Party discussed the location of the next meetings. It was suggested and agreed that, if possible, the meeting in 2005 should be held in Eastern Europe and Poland, Slovenia or Hungary were suggested.

Action: Working Party Chair to contact possible hosts

No exact date was suggested but mid-September 2005 was convenient for all delegates attending the meeting.

Should it prove infeasible to hold the meeting in Easter Europe, it was agreed to hold the meeting before the World Congress in Glasgow, i.e. on 10 July 2005.

It was agreed to hold the 2006 meeting on the day before the Distillation & Absorption conference, i.e. on 3 September 2006 in London. (Only a business meeting will be held.)

7. Other Conferences and Nation Meetings

The Working Party was informed of the following national meetings:

Germany:

DECHEMA/GVC Working Party "Extraktion" in Frankfurt on 7-8 March 2005

United Kingdom:

Distillation Simulation Workshop, London, UK on 7 December 2004

Phase Separations and FSPG AGM, Manchester, UK on 14 April 2005

8. Publications

It was suggested to compile a terminology list in different languages such as English, German, French, Dutch and Spanish. It was noted that such lists may already exist although may now be out of date (e.g. list by Onken).

Prof Coca (Spain) agreed to collate a new terminology list.

Action: WP members to forward existing terminology lists to Prof Coca

9. Distillation, Absorption and Extraction Summer School
It was suggested to hold a summer school in conjunction with the technical Working Party meeting. It was mentioned that national organisations already organise such schools or courses, e.g. the Dutch society organised an annual week long summer school and the UK society have an annual training course and an annual research event.

It was agreed to mention the possibility of a summer school to next year’s host.

Action: Working Party Chair to mention when contacting next year’s host

10. Any other business

10.1 The meeting organiser Prof Coca (Spain) informed the meeting that he was planning to publish a monograph of all the presentations of the meeting together with a list of contact details of all the delegates attending the meeting and this was agreed.

Action: Prof Aittamaa to forward all presentations to Prof Coca

It was agreed that the Working Party Secretary would collect all the contact details of members attending this meeting as well as others. It was agreed to include a photo of each member were available.

Action: All WP members to forward full contract details and a photo to WP Secretary

10.2 The members were informed that Dr Sørensen has taken over from Mrs Joan Cordiner as chair of the UK national society’s subject group on Fluid Separation Processes for 3 years from 2004. 

10.3 The Working Party Chair Prof Darton (UK) reminded the meeting that his term in office had come to an end as he was originally elected for 3 years only. Prof Darton was asked to continue for another 3 year term and he agreed.

10.4 It was suggested to change the name of the Working Party to “Working Party on Fluid Separations”. It was argued that the current title was too specific and narrow. The majority of the meeting supported the suggestion although some concerns were raised that the suggested name change may lead to an overlap with other existing working parties, such as Working Party on Membranes.

It was agreed to hold a poll amongst all Working Party members for the suggested name change. If there was a majority in favour of the change, it was agreed to contact the EFCE to request the change. 

Action: Working Party Chair and Secretary to organise poll and notify EFCE if necessary

10.5 Professor Coca was thanked for his excellent organisation of the technical meeting, the business meeting, the industrial visit to CEPSA’s refinery and for the cultural visit to La Rabida. The sponsors CEPSA, Atlantic Copper, Ministerio De Educacion Y Ciencia and Burdinola were also thanked.

23 September 2004

Dr Eva Sorensen

(WP Secretary)
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