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Minutes of the Informal Meeting of WP CRE and WP CEAC at Chicago, along ISCRE18, Monday, 7 June 2004

Attendees:

Delegate members & Corresponding members WPs CRE and CEAC: G. Wild (F), M. Marek (CZ), L. Bolton (GB), M. Sheintuch (IS), J. Levec (SLO), B. Andersson (S), A. Renken (CH), S. Sicardi (I), G. Eigenberger (D), J. Lerou (USA), J. Moulijn (NL), G. Marin (B), H. Stitt (GB), M. Ronnholm (FIN, replacing T. Salmi), J. Schouten (NL).

Apologies for not being able to attend were sent by: N. Papayannakos (GR), F. Schrauwen (NL), G. Froment (B), A. Rodrigues (P), W. Gerhardt (D), J. Markos (SLO), L. Kershenbaum (GB), J. Hanika (CZ),  J. Villadsen (DK), A. Dudukovic (YU), J. Corella (E), A. Burghardt (PL), A. Cybulski (PL).

Informal Agenda:
1. Membership issues.

2. Sponsorship of conferences.

3. Interactions among WP CRE, AP CRE, and ISCRE USA, and promotion of CRE activities and meetings.

4. Miscellaneous.

The meeting is opened at 5.30 pm.

1.  Membership issues.

1.1 At present, the Netherlands have 4 delegates in the combined WP CRE and CEAC (F. Schrauwen, W. van Swaaij, J. Moulijn, J. Schouten). As the official rule is that each country has a maximum of 2 votes in the WP, it should be remarked that the Netherlands also only have 2 votes.

1.2 The Italian “CRE”-organization AIDIC proposed Dr Cristina Maretto (ENITecnologie) as new delegate member for the WP CEAC. The election of Dr Maretto as WP member will take place in the next business meeting in 2005. In the meantime, Dr Maretto will be invited to attend the WP meetings.

2. Sponsorship of conferences.

Two congresses are organised in 2005 by members of WP CRE: GLS7, August 21-24, 2005, Strasbourg, France (G. Wild) and CAMURE5 & ISMR4, June 15-18, 2005, Portoroz, Slovenia (J. Levec). Both events cite the sponsorship and involvement of the WP CRE. All members give their agreement.

J. Levec invites CRE delegates to propose names of plenary speakers for CAMURE5 & ISMR4. It is suggested that the WP CRE chairman and the EFCE vice-chairman will be members of the Scientific Committee.

3. Interactions among WP CRE, AP CRE, and ISCRE USA, etc.

J. Lerou mentions that from 2005 onwards he will act as the next President of ISCRE USA.

It is discussed that it is necessary to strenghten the contacts between WP CRE, AP CRE, and ISCRE USA. ISCRE20 will be organized by Dr K. Miura on behalf of AP CRE. So far the communication between AP CRE at the one hand and WP CRE and ISCRE USA the other hand, has been very limited and should definitely be improved. One way of doing this would be to establish a committee of the three chairmen, viz, G. Wild (WP CRE), H.-K. Rhee (AP CRE), and J. Lerou (ISCRE USA). This committee should discuss issues of mutual interest and prepare the agenda for joint meetings.

4. Miscellaneous.

G. Wild mentions that he has received a request by EFCE to prepare a 3-4 page paper by mid June on behalf of the WP CRE on the occasion of the 50th anniversary of EFCE. The paper will be published in Chem. Eng. Res. Des. It is decided that the WP CRE will not contribute. G. Wild will write a letter to EFCE.

G. Eigenberger states that it would be good to keep the tradition of organising the WP CRE Colloquium on a regular basis. It is suggested that in 2005 such a Colloquium for young researchers (viz., PhD students) could be organised by J. Levec along CAMURE5 & ISMR4. This will be further explored.

G. Eigenberger mentions that ISCRE19 will be organised in 2006 in Potsdam, Germany. He suggests that it would be good not to organise too many other CRE-related meetings in 2006 to keep the number of attendees as high as possible. Generally, it is suggested to limit the number of CRE-related meetings in the future, for example by combining conferences, like already is done in 2005 (CAMURE5 & ISMR4).

J. Moulijn mentions that ICOSCAR will be organised in 2005, the call for papers will be issued soon.

J. Lerou mentions that NASCRE will be organised in February 2007.

A. Renken and G. Wild explain the status of the WPs CRE and CEAC. As former chairman of the WP CRE, A. Renken wrote a letter to prof. Charpentier, the EFCE chairman, stating the intention of both working parties to merge. This was warmly welcomed by the EFCE. This means that the WP CEAC delegates now will act formally as WP CRE delegates.

A joint meeting of WP CRE, AP CRE, and ISCRE USA will be held on Tuesday, 8 June 2004. A short summary has been attached to these minutes.

The meeting closes at 6.15 pm.

Short summary of the joint meeting of WP CRE, AP CRE, and ISCRE USA at Chicago, along ISCRE18, Tuesday 8 June 2004.

ISCRE  18

In this meeting, the statistics of ISCRE 18 were looked at. Attendance was somewhat disappointing for the organisers (estimated 350 per November 2003, 275 registered as of June 3, 2004); 70% academia, 47% America, 39% Europe, 14% Asia-Pacific. There were 45 young researchers awards (300 US$ / person).

Lessons learned from ISCRE18 were presented by the President of ISCRE Inc., Dan Luss (see below).

ISCRE 19

The colleagues from Germany presented the status of the organisation of ISCRE 19 (Potsdam, 3-6 September 2006; http://events.dechema.de/ISCRE-lang-en.html). The organisers are A. Renken, D. Arntz, A. Seider-Morgenstern, and W. Gerhardt. Secretary is L. Nick (DECHEMA). The organisers choose to organise ISCRE19 in Potsdam rather than Berlin where the prices are prohibitive. The conference theme will be: “From Science to Innovative Engineering”. Abstract submission will start June 1, 2005. The meeting will take place at the Dorint Hotel Sanssouci in Potsdam.

ISCRE 20

The colleagues from Japan presented the ISCRE 20 project in 2008. Prof. K. Miura will act as chair of the organising committee. ISCRE 20 will be supported by the Society of Chemical Engineers of Japan (SCEJ). The symposium will take place at the Kyoto International Conference Hall (Kyoto, Japan), September 23 – 26, 2008.

NASCRE

The American colleagues presented the project of a second NASCRE meeting to be held in Houston in February 2007.

Lessons Learned from ISCRE 18

(Until May 31, 2004)

1. Select a forward-looking theme, topical headings for abstracts and the Scientific Cmte members, ~2.5 years in advance of the event.

2. Obtain agreements from plenary speakers ~15-18 months in advance of the event.

3. Agreements from invited (as distinct from plenary) lecturers should be in place at least two months prior to the abstract submission deadline.  Invited lecturers should be made aware that they follow the same abstract and manuscript submission deadlines and guidelines as the other authors.

4. Incorporating web-based submission/review as a part of the proceedings publication contract should be continued.  Like manuscripts, provisions should also be negotiated for reviewing the abstracts on-line.   To facilitate preparation of the final Book of Abstracts, it is good to build a clause into the contract that the publisher also provides collated electronic versions of accepted abstracts as a single Word document. 

5. The limitation of having two abstracts per author should be re-evaluated.   If this rule is continued, it would be useful to build an automatic check of the two-abstracts submission limit in the web-based system itself 

6. Tom Keane’s service as web master was superb.  Hopefully, future ISCRE, Inc. webmasters will continue to provide this level of service for ISCRE meetings. 

7. The ISCRE 18 organizing committee will make available to ISCRE, Inc. a CD containing its planning calendar, budget information, proposals to generate funding, notebook prepared for scientific committee proceedings, web specifications, technical program templates, and miscellaneous communications.  Requiring this of every organizing committee would help subsequent ISCRE meeting organizers to save significant time and effort associated with the numerous standard tasks.

8. The use of wire transfer payment for registration should be avoided for the US meetings as US banks are poorly equipped to provide documentation on payments received.  The latter makes the policing of registration payments very difficult and is unreliable. 

9. The travel service provided on the website through Conferon was not used by our attendees.   There are apparently enough (web) services available to provide cheap travel,

10. The need for secretarial support at crunch times (abstract entry and review, feedback from scientific committee meeting, registration, manuscript review) is critical.

11. Finally, the relatively modest attendance at ISCRE 18 suggests that an evaluation of the reasons and the role of ISCRE in the CRE community is in order. 
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