EFCE Working Party on Electrochemical Engineering
Minutes of the Toulouse meeting, October 2005
Meeting held on Monday October 3rd 2005 (18h00) 

during the 7th European symposium on Electrochemical Engineering, Toulouse (France), Centre International de Conférences de Meteo France
Presents

S.Bebelis, A.Bergel , K.Bouzek, N.V.Fateev, J.Hives, L.J.J.Janssen, K.Jüttner, F.Lapicque, K.Nisancioglu, A.Savall, V.Stankovic, A.A.Wragg.
Invited
T.Tzedakis (head of the organizing committee of the 7th European symposium on EE)

Excused

A.Aldaz, A.D.Davydov, A.DeBattisti, P.Fellner (represented by J.Hives), I.Portugies Zwart
1- Welcome to the participants and apologies for absences
2- New members

It is suggested to invite new members to join the WP, particularly from European countries which are not represented yet or are represented by one member only. It was decided to cancel R.E.W.Jansson (Monsanto USA) from the list because nobody has any information for years. 
3- Approval of the minutes of the Thessaloniki meeting (Sept. 2004)

The minutes were approved. 

4- Matters arising

F. Lapicque proposed to add the following topics at the end of the agenda:

- report on the Frankfurt EFCE meeting
- organisation of the round-table of the last day symposium

- last year of French presidency.
5- Preliminary report on the 7th European Symposium on Electrochemical Engineering (Theo Tzedakis, invited)

T. Tzedakis presented the symposium through a few figures:

- 125 registrations (paid or to be paid)

- 95 contributions including 45 posters

- main number of contributions dealt with electrode materials and pollution abatement

- University Paul Sabatier, CNRS, Metrohm, Ametek, Biopool sponsored the event

- 25 full texts (6 pages) have been retained (21 from oral communication, 4 from posters) to be submitted to the Journal of Applied Electrochemistry for a special issue; 9 additional full texts might be retained if required, but the target is to edit a special issue of the journal with no more than 20 papers.  
It was noticed that interesting communications have been presented and the organisation into parallel sessions seems to work well. Disseminating the scientific programme sooner should have attracted more people. It was regretted that the symposium did not take place in the city centre. 

6- Next summer school on Electrochemical Engineering in Serbia (Velizar 
Stankovic)

V.Stankovic recalled the place and the programme of the next summer school in Serbia. He thanked the members of the scientific committee for their help in designing the programme and gratefully appreciated the help from S. Bebelis who organised the last summer school. The large dissemination of leaflets has been started. V. Stankovic asked for possible financial support form EFCE. T. Tzedakis remarked that, on the contrary, the EFCE asked for 10€/participants to support the 7th symposium. F. Lapicque confirmed that EFCE has no budget to support the events. It was advised to turn to European community which might have specific funding for this kind of events. 

7- Report on 7th World Congress of Chemical Engineering (with ECCE5), Glasgow, July 10-14th 2005.

Registrations fees have been increased. Nobody from the WP attended this congress in spite of its interest. 
8- Report on 56th ISE meeting, Busan (Korea), September 25-30, 2005.

Christos Comninellis attended the meeting, he will be asked for a few lines report.
9- Next congresses 

· Next ISE congress in Edinburgh August 27th - September 1st. F.Lapicque should contribute in reviewing papers for this congress. Symposium 5 “Electrochemical engineering & technology” seems the most relevant.
· ECCE 6 is planned in Copenhagen on 16-21 September 2007.

· The next European symposium on electrochemical engineering (8th EEE) has to be planned. Several members highlighted the current impressive activity of Spanish universities in electrochemistry and electrochemical engineering. It was consequently decided to invite the Spanish members of the WP to organise a large organising committee that may gather the different centres in Spain where electrochemistry and electrochemical engineering is active. 
· V. Stankovic recalled it may be necessary to think about the next summer school.
10- Carl Wagner award 

The winner has been invited to give a keynote lecture at the 7th EEE symposium, with free registration. It was suggested to give him a kind of tangible certificate and to put his name on the EFCE web-site. 
11- Membership of Working Party

The EFCE has established a formal protocol for the organisation of WP; for instance a distinction is made between members, who are allowed to vote, and representatives, who are not. The EE WP prefers to follow an informal friendly way of organisation. The number of “members/representatives” seems not so high to justify too a formal organisation (some WP have more than 80 members). It is still necessary to make clear about the recognition of national associations. 
Representatives from Sweden would have to be invited. In his last e-mail messages, B.Hakansson proposed G. Lindbergh as second member, but no direct contact has been established yet. Contacts with Dr. Barke were evoked at the last WP meeting. Approaching Austrian members had also been evoked during last meeting such as G. Nauer (Vienna), Binder (Graz). For this purpose, the WP has to make sure of the link between the EFCE and the relevant Austrian scientific society. It was asked whether Binder was not retired. Besides, Prof. Rodrigo could become delegate from Spain. Representatives from UK or would also be appreciated. It would be fine if the criteria of the European community were taken into consideration for inviting the new representatives. 
12- Promotion of EFCE WP, publication, WP website and any other matters

· F. Lapicque made a brief report on the meeting of the section chairmen that took place in Francfort. 
· F. Lapicque recalled that his mandate of president will end at the end of the next year. A new team will have to take in charge the WP. No suggestions were made. Candidates are invited to declare themselves to F.Lapicque. 
· Round-table to be organised during the symposium: T. Tzédakis proposed to discuss on the European training on electrochemical engineering. He cited the example of the European master “Materials for energy storage and conversion” hosted by the University Paul Sabatier and five other European Universities from Italy, Spain and Poland. F. Lapicque turned the discussion on the visibility of the term “Electrochemical engineering”. For instance EE does no longer appear as an identified topic of the next European Congress on Chemical Engineering. The current trend seems to shift thinking in terms of “methods” towards thinking in terms of “objects”. How to adapt? It may be discussed in the round-table. A. Bergel indicated that persons from the regional CNRS office have been invited to participate at the round-table in order to help identifying possible ways to support EE through the 7th FP. 
13- Place and date of next meeting 

The next WP meeting will be held during the ISE meeting in Edinburgh (August 27th, September 1st).
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