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EFCE Working Party on 
Distillation, Absorption and Extraction
Minutes of 47th meeting

Held in Ljubljana, Slovenia on 22 September 2005
Present:
	National members:

	Belgium
	George
	De Bruyn
	

	Czech Republic
	Magdalena
	Bendova
	

	Czech Republic
	Tomas
	Misek
	

	Finland
	Juhani
	Aittamaa
	

	Finland
	Kari
	Keskinen
	

	Germany
	Andrzej
	Gorak
	

	Germany
	Hartmut
	Schoenmakers
	

	Italy
	Elisabetta
	Brunazzi
	

	Netherlands
	Harry
	Kooijman
	

	Slovenia
	Janvit
	Golob
	(organiser)

	Spain
	Jose
	Coca
	

	Switzerland
	Ralf
	Proplesch
	

	Switzerland
	Lothar
	Spiegel
	

	United Kingdom
	Richard
	Darton
	

	United Kingdom
	Eva
	Sorensen
	

	United Kingdom
	Malcolm
	Woodman
	

	Co-opted and invited members:

	Belgium
	Dominique
	Balthasart
	

	Netherlands
	Zarko
	Olujic
	

	Slovenia
	Mili
	Fele
	(organiser)

	EFCE
	Petros
	Pilavachi
	


Apologies for Absence:

Apologies were recceived from Dr Preumont (Belgium), Prof Jørgensen (Denmark), Prof Arlt (Germany), Prof Bart (Germany), Prof de Haan (Netherlands), Prof Skogestad (Norway), Prof Pohorecki (Poland), Prof Toikka (Russia), Prof Wolf (Israel), Prof Semiat (Israel), Prof Nagahama (Japan) and Dr Lockett (USA).
No notification:
No notifications were received from Kolev (Bulgaria), Sørensen (Denmark), Breysse (France), Prevost (France), Nencetti (Italy), Zuiderweg (Netherlands), Nordstad (Norway), Prof Kuzniar (Poland), Medina (Portugal), Kulov (Russia), Serafimov (Russia), Yu (China), Billet (Germany), Stichlmair (Germany) or Brambilla (Italy).

1. Working Party Membership

Dr Magdalena Bendova (Czech Republic) and Dr Harry Kooijman (Netherlands) were both welcomed as new official representatives to the Working Party although official confirmation from EFCE for Dr Kooijman’s appointment has still not been received.
                                                        Actions: Dr Kooijman to contact Dutch national society

It was noted that Dr Pilavachi, currently representing EFCE/EU, is not longer with the European Commission but has moved to Greece. To become an official representative of Greece, Dr Pilavachi needs to contact the Greek national society.
                                                        Actions: Dr Pilavachi to contact Greek society

(post meeting: done and confirmed by EFCE)

It was noted that several countries are still not represented on the working party, have only one representative or have a representative who is not attending meetings or is not communicating with the working party. 
New members are therefore sought from:

· Austria (no members), 
· Bulgaria (only one member who is not attending meetings or communicating), 
· France (two members who are not attending meetings or communicating), 
· Hungary (no members), 
· Italy (two members but one is not communicating), 
· Russia (two members but one is not communicating), 
· Portugal (only one member who is not attending meetings or communicating), 
· Slovenia (only one member), 
· Spain (only one academic member) and 
· Sweden (no members).
Another effort will be made to urge EFCE to contact to the national societies of the countries mentioned to recruit new members as well as to terminate the appointments of members who are not attending or communicating.

                                                        Actions: WP Secretary to contact EFCE again

Dr Bruyn has suggested a French industrial member (Mrs Nathalie Hess, Atofina).

Actions: Working Party Chair to contact Mrs Hess
Prof Coca will suggest a Spanish industrial member.
                                                        Actions: Prof Coca to suggest Spanish member and 

forward to Spanish society 

Professor Stichlmair is no longer active.

                                                        Actions: Working Party Chair to write to Prof Stichlmair to thank him for his work for the WP

The meeting were unsure whether Professor Yu (China) who is a co-opted member, is still active.
                                                        Actions: Working Party Chair to write to Prof Yu to inquire and if necessary, to thank him for his work for the WP

It was announced that Dr Mili Fele will replace Professor Golob as representative from Slovenia.

                                                        Actions: Dr Fele to contact national society to confirm appointment with EFCE

2. Minutes of 2004 meeting 
The minutes from the 46th meeting held in Huelva, Spain on 16 September 2004 were received and approved.
3. Matters arising

4. (Minutes 2004) Property Prediction: At the meeting in 2003, it was agreed that the industrial members would collate a list or overview of problems within this area. The purposes of this were i) to influence software vendors in how they develop their software and ii) as supporting document for funding applications. As none of the Working Party members are able to take this task on at the moment, it was agreed not to take the matter further.
8. (Minutes 2004) Publications: At the meeting in 2004, it was suggested to compile a terminology list in different languages such as English, German, French, Dutch and Spanish. It was, however, noted that such lists may already exist although may now be out of date (e.g. list by Onken).

Prof Coca (Spain) agreed to collate a new terminology list and is making good progress but would appreciate help with the German and French sections. Also, most of the terminology collated so far is for distillation and only very little for absorption.

Dr Billet has already provided Prof Coca with a terminology list for distillation.

Action: WP members to forward terminology lists to Prof Coca

10.1 (Minutes from 2004) Monograph from 2004 meeting: The organiser of the 2003 meeting, Prof Coca (Spain), informed the meeting that he has received funding to publish a monograph of all the presentations of the 2003 meeting together with a list of contact details of all the delegates attending the meeting.

Prof Aittamaa has forwarded all the Powerpoint presentations from the 2003 meeting to Prof Coca but speakers may make changes to these if necessary. However, all material must be forwarded to Prof Coca by October 2005.

Action: All 2003 speakers to forward amended presentations to Prof Coca

Action: All members to forward contact details and a photo to WP Secretary

4. Objectives of the Working Party

The objectives of the working party were reviewed, in particular, the format and content of this and future technical meetings. It was agreed that a review of each meeting should be included as a standing item on the business meeting agenda.
Action: WP Secretary to include Review of technical meeting on 

 the agenda for 2007 (as 2006 will be a business meeting only 

due to the Distillation and Absorption conference).

The 2005 technical meeting followed the format agree in 2004 (see Business Meeting minutes 2004) and included the following sessions:

1. Welcome and overview of national Chemical Engineering activities by hosts, i.e. Professor Golob and Dr Mili Fele, Slovenia.

2. Brief presentations by new Working Party members Dr Magdalena Bendova (Czech Republic) and Dr Harry Kooijman (Netherlands).

3. The main technical session focussed on Solvent Application and Selection. Two excellent main talks were given:
Physical Property Data - Mathematical Modelling and Chemical Engineering Applications and B. Ionic Liquids in Thermal Separations - Status and Needs by Hartmut Schoenmakers, BASF, Germany followed by 

Computer-aided solvent design for improved process performance by Milica Folic (standing in for Dr Claire Adjiman), Imperial College London, UK and

a short presentation by Dr Dominique Balthasart, Belgium 
4. The afternoon session was a general session entitled What’s new is fluid separations?. This included presentations on

a.  National Chemical Engineering Societies in Europe where presentations were given for: Belgium (De Bryun), Germany (Hartmut Schoenmakers), Netherlands (Zarko Olujic), Switzerland (Lothar Spiegel) and United Kingdom (Richard Darton). The presentations generated an interesting discussion of similarities and differences between the societies.
b. The next session considered The future of experimentation in Europe – What is left (in terms of experimental facilities)? Presentations were given for: University of Dortmund (Andzej Gorak), Sulzer (Lothar Spiegel, Switzerland) and DSM (Ralf Proplesch, Switzerland). It was encouraging to see the excellent facilities availably in these three institutions/companies. Nevertheless, it was generally agreed that the number of facilities has declined dramatically over the last decades and that it is vital to retain what little is currently left.

c. The next session introduced the concepts of CapeOpen compliant software for fluid separations by Malcolm Woodman, BP, UK who demonstrated how the CapeOpen facilities can be used to integrate different software packages.

d. Dr Eva Sorensen then gave an update on the upcoming Distillation & Absorption 2006 conference, due to be held in London on 4-6 September 2006 and encouraged all the members to submit abstracts and to assist in refereeing papers.

e.  Finally, Professor Andrzej Gorak gave a short presentation entitled Update on Framework 7 to inform the meeting of upcoming funding opportunities.
There was general agreement that the current format of the technical meeting was good, particularly the more open afternoon session.
Professor Coca suggested Education - what do we teach (including student experimentation) and is this  what  we should teach? as a topic for a future open session and this was agreed.

At the meeting in 2004 (see Minutes 2004, item 10.4), it was suggested to change the name of the Working Party to “Working Party on Fluid Separations”. It was argued that the current title was too specific and narrow and that the new name would translate better in many languages. This was generally supported at this meeting although 2 members would prefer the old name to be retained. It was noted that both Germany and the UK have already made a similar change. It was agreed to contact the EFCE to request the change.
Action: Working Party Chair to notify EFCE

6. Distillation and Absorption conference
Dr Eva Sorensen and Professor Richard Darton informed the meeting of the current progress in the preparation for the conference.
7. Next Working Party meetings
The Working Party discussed the location of the next meetings. It was agreed to hold the next business meeting on the afternoon of Sunday 3 September 2006, immediately before the Welcome Reception.

Action: WP Secretary to organise next meeting
The locations of future meetings were discussed briefly although no decision was made. It was agreed that the meeting in 2007 should follow the format of 2005’s meeting.

8. Other Conferences and Nation Meetings

The Working Party was informed of the following national meetings:

Germany: DECHEMA/GVC meeting in May 2006
Czech Republic: CHISA in August 2006
Denmark: ECCE in 2007
9. Any other business
9.1. Professor Darton informed the meeting of the establishment of a new working party on Process Intensification and Professor Andrzej Gorak and Dr Hartmut Schoenmakers noted that they were members of the new working party.

9.2 At the meeting in 2003, it was agreed that all presentations from technical meetings be made available electronically, although industrial speakers might want to omit company sensitive material. Prof Aittamaa (Finland) agreed to host the presentations on the Web site he had already set up (http://www.hut.fi/Units/ChemEng/efce/). The members are very happy with the site and very grateful to Prof Aittamaa for hosting the site.

Actions: Speakers to e-mail presentations from the 2005 meeting to Professor Aittamaa

It was noted that there is now a link from the EFCE page (www.efce.org) to the Working Party pages. 
9.3 Professor Golob and Dr Mili Fele were thanked for their excellent organisation of the technical meeting, the business meeting, the industrial visit to KRKA in Novo Mesto, (pharmaceutical company), the excellent dinner and tour in Bled and for the cultural visit to the Postojna caves. 

23 September 2005
Dr Eva Sorensen

(WP Secretary)
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