EFCE WORKING PARTY ON 

DISTILLATION, ABSORPTION AND EXTRACTION

MINUTES OF THE 44TH MEETING 

HELD IN BADEN-BADEN, GERMANY ON 29 SEPTEMBER 2002

Present:

	Belgium
	Ir George De Bruyn

	Czech Republic
	Dr Tomas Misek

	Denmark
	Dr Espen Sørensen

	Finland
	Professor Juhani Aittamaa

	
	Dr Kari Keskinen

	Germany
	Professor Wolfgang Arlt

	
	Professor Andrzej Gorak

	
	Dr Hartmut Schoenmakers

	
	Professor Reinhart Billet

	Italy
	Dr Elisabetta Brunazzi

	Netherlands
	Dr Z. Olujic

	Norway
	Professor Sigurd Skogestad

	Poland
	Dr Janusz Kuzniar

	
	Professor Ryszard Pohorecki

	Slovenia
	Professor J. Golob

	Spain
	Professor Jose Coca Prados

	Switzerland
	Dr Ralf Proplesch

	
	Dr Lothar Spiegel

	United Kingdom
	Professor Richard Darton

	
	Mrs Joan Cordiner

	
	Dr Eva Sørensen

	USA
	Dr Mike Lockett

	
	

	
	


1. Apologies for Absence

Apologies were received from Prof N Kolev (Bulgaria), Dr I Wichterle (Czech Republic), Professor G Nencetti (Italy), Prof N N Kulov (Russia), Prof D Wolf (Israel), Prof R Semiat (Israel), Prof K Nagahama (Japan), Prof K T Yu (China)

2. Working Party Membership

The Chairman commented that he had been sorry to hear of the recent death of Dr Werner Meier, for many years a Swiss member of the WP. Dr Meier had been a great supporter of the WP, and a firm friend who would be missed. Members stood for a few moments to remember him.

Dr E Brunazzi was welcomed as a new official representative from Italy and Dr Spiegel as new official representative from Switzerland.

The new chairman and secretary have experienced considerable problems in obtaining an up-to-date list of members of the WP. It was also noted that several countries have either no members, only one member or the existing members have either retired or left that country:

	
	

	Austria
	no members, WP to seek new members 

	Belgium
	one member, WP to seek new industrial member (from Solvay?)

	Denmark
	one member, WP to seek new academic member (from DTU?)

	France
	WP to confirm if the members are still active

	Norway
	Prof Erga retired, WP to seek new industrial member (from Statoil?)

	Portugal
	one member, WP to seek new member

	Russia
	Prof Serafimov and Dr Maljusov retired, WP to seek new member

	Sweden
	no members, WP to seek new members

	Co-opted members:
	

	China
	Prof Yu is still active, WP to seek new member(s)

	Invited members:
	

	Switzerland
	Prof Hartland is no longer active

	United Kingdom
	Dr Siddique is no longer active


As Prof Hartland and Dr Siddique (both invited members) have not been in communication with the Working Party during the last year, it was assumed that they no longer wish to be part of the working party.

Prof Erga, Prof Serafimov and Dr Maljusov have retired. 

Action: Working Party Secretary

It was noted that some members need invitations by the meeting organisers to obtain visas to attend working party meetings. Such invitations should be sent out at least 3 months prior to a meeting.

Action: Next meeting organisers and Working Party Secretary

3. Minutes of 2001 meeting

The minutes from the meeting held in Bamberg, Germany on 4 April 2001 were received and approved.

4. Matters arising from 2001 minutes

4.1 It was agreed that all papers from the WP meetings should be made available electronically, possibly on a CD-rom.

5. Objectives of the Working Party

The objectives of the working party were discussed. It was felt that the working party meetings should act as a network and a forum for technical discussions between the members, not in competition with conferences. During the meetings, current and future problems within Distillation, Absorption and Extraction should be defined and discussed and that this objective should be reflected in the WP’s membership and it’s balance between the number of academic and industrial members. Joint project proposals were considered a desirable, although not essential, outcome of the process. The importance of collaborations between members of this Working Party and those of other Working Parties was emphasised.

As a result of the discussion, it was agreed that the next Working Party meeting should consist of fewer, but more in-depth, talks on current problems with sufficient time for discussions. The Secretary agreed to arrange the programme accordingly.

Action: All WP members to suggest topics and speakers

6. Publications

This item was noted but not discussed and it was agreed to include it on the agenda for the next meeting.

Action: Working Party Secretary

7. Next working party meeting

The next meeting will take place in Helsinki on 5-6 June 2003. The first day will be a technical programme as discussed in item 5, followed by a dinner, with the business meeting on the second day. It was agreed to extend invitations to Estonia, Latvia and Lithuania.

8. Medium term plans for conferences and national meetings

The medium term plans for locations of working part meetings were discussed. Past and suggested future locations are:

	1998
	Sardinia, Italy

	1999
	Trondheim, Norway

	2000
	Winterthur, Switzerland

	2001
	Bamberg, Germany

	2002
	Baden-Baden, Germany

	2003
	Helsinki, Finland

	2004
	Velva, Spain?

	2005
	Edinburgh, Scotland?

	2006
	Prague, Czech Republic (CHISA mtg)?


9. Long term future of D & A conference

The long-term future of the Distillation and Absorption conference was discussed. It was felt that a 5-year cycle between conferences, with the next D&A taking place in 2007, was too long. The WP also considered the suggestion that we might hold the meetings in collaboration with AIChE and to have the conference alternate between the US and Europe. Most members did not favour this option as there were concerns that the US meeting would in fact become an AIChE meeting. It was remarked that very few delegates from the US were attending the Baden-Baden conference. 

It was agreed to discuss this issue at the next working party meeting.

Action: Working Party Secretary

10. Any other business

Professor Wolfgang Arlt was thanked for his tremendous effort in the organisation of Distillation & Absorption 2002.

