EFCE Working Party on 

Distillation, Absorption and Extraction

Minutes of 45th meeting

Held in Hyvinkaa, Finland on 5 June 2003

Present:

	Belgium
	Ir George De Bruyn

	
	Dr Maurice Preumont

	Czech Republic
	Dr Ing Tomas Misek

	Denmark
	Prof Sten Bay Jørgensen

	
	Prof Rafiqul Gani (guest, Chairman CAPE WP)

	Finland
	Dr Juhani Aittamaa

	
	Mr Kari Keskinen

	Germany
	Prof Dr Ing Wolfgang Arlt

	
	Dr Hartmut Schoenmakers

	
	Dr Reinhart Billet

	Italy
	Dr Elisabetta Brunazzi

	Netherlands
	Dr Harry Kooijman

	
	Dr Zarko Olujic

	Norway
	Dr Knut Norstad

	Russia
	Prof Nikolai Kulov

	
	Prof Alexander Toikka

	Switzerland
	Dr Ralf Proplesch

	
	Dr Lothar Spiegel

	United Kingdom
	Prof Richard Darton

	
	Mrs Joan Cordiner

	
	Dr Eva Sørensen


Apologies for Absence:

Apologies were recceived from Dr Wichterle (Czech Republic), Dr Sørensen (Denmark), Prof Gorak (Germany), Prof de Haan (Netherlands), Prof Skogestad (Norway), Prof Pohorecki (Poland), Prof Golob (Slovenia), Prof Coca (Spain), Prof Wolf (Israel), Prof Nagahama (Japan), Dr Lockett (USA), Prof Bart (Germany).

1. Working Party Membership

The chairman commented that he had been sorry to hear of the recent death of Professor Maljusov, for many years a Russian member of the WP. Professor Maljusov had been a distinguished practitioner. Members stood for a few moments as a mark of respect.

4 new official representatives were welcomed: Professor Sten Bay Jørgensen (Denmark), Dr Knut Norstad (Norway), Dr Maurice Preumont (Belgium) and Dr Harry Kooijman (Netherlands). Professor Alexander Toikka (Russia) has joined the working party as an invited member. Professor Hans-Jörg Bart (Germany) has also joined the working party as an invited member although he was not able to attend this meeting.

The new official representatives were reminded that their respective national societies should inform EFCE officially of their appointments and a copy sent to the Working Party Secretary.

Action: New official representatives  

It was noted that several countries are either still not represented on the working party, have only one representative or have a representative who is not attending meetings or is not communicating with the working party. 

Mrs Barbel Jost from the EFCE has written to national societies in Austria, France and Sweden regarding this issue but has to date not received a reply.

New members are also sought from Russia, Slovenia and Spain (only one academic member) and Portugal and Bulgaria (only one member who is not attending meetings or communicating).

It was agreed that criteria for new members are: i) is active within the working party area of distillation, absorption or extraction, ii) is able and willing to attend meetings and iii) is proficient in English (the language of the WP). It was agreed that the working party would encourage an even distribution of academic and industrial members (normally, of the two official members from each country, one will be from industry and one from academia).

Action: Working Part Secretary to contact EFCE again

2. Minutes of 2002 meeting 

The minutes from the 44th meeting held in Baden-Baden, Germany on 29 September 2002 were received and approved.

3. Matters arising

3.1 (item 5, minutes 2002) The importance of collaborations between working parties was discussed in 2002. As a result, the chairman of the working party on Computer Aided Process Engineering, Professor Rafiqul Gani (Denmark), had been invited to attend the technical meeting, during which he gave a presentation, as well as attending the business meeting.

4. Objectives of the Working Party

The objectives of the working party were discussed, in particular, the format and content of this and future technical meetings. It was agreed that having some in-dept presentations followed by a series of short presentations was overall desirable although members disagreed as to the appropriate length of these. The suggestions ranged from 20 to 30 minutes for an in-depth presentation (30 min at this meeting) and 5-15 minutes for a short presentation (5 min at this meeting). The format had resulted from the discussion at the 2002 meeting in Baden-Baden in which it had been agreed that the WP would pursue some relevant topics in more detail.

The topics covered at this technical meeting were discussed. These were Property Prediction, Sustainability and Hybrid Separation Processes.

Property Prediction: It was agreed that the industrial members would collate a list or overview of problems within this area. The purposes of this are i) to influence software vendors in how they develop their software and ii) as supporting documentation for funding applications. Mrs Cordiner and Dr Woodman agreed to inaugurate the work and to circulate ideas to all WP members.

Action: Mrs Cordiner

Sustainability: It was agreed that CO2 removal and Sequestration would be an interesting topic for the next technical meeting. 

Action: WP members to suggest talks or speakers

Hybrid Separation: It was commented that the choice of separation methods, be they hybrid or not, was of great interest. It was agreed that Process Selection would be discussed at the next technical meeting.

Action: WP members to suggest talks or speakers

Other topics: It was agreed that a presentation on Extraction would be of great interest at the next technical meeting and Professor Bart was mentioned as a potential speaker.

Action: Working Party Secretary to contact Professor Bart

5. Medium term plans for conferences and national meetings

A number of upcoming international conferences were noted. These are:


2003, 21-25 September
ECCE’4


Granada, Spain


2003, 16-21 November
AIChE Annual Meeting
San Francisco, USA


2004, 22-26 August

CHISA


Praha, Czech Republic


2005, 10-14 July

World Congress

Glasgow, U.K.

6. Long term future of D&A conference

The next Distillation & Absorption conference was discussed. It was agreed that the next conference is to be held in Edinburgh, U.K., in June 2006. It was noted that Dechema takes place in May 2006 and ESCAPE/PSE in July 2006 in Germany.

It was agreed that IChemE’s Fluid Separation Processes Subject Group would act as national organisers with Dr Eva Sørensen as chairman.

Publication of papers from the conference was discussed. It was suggested to have the papers on a CD-rom as part of the delegate pack and to publish them in an international journal, possibly the new ECFE journal Chemical Engineering Research & Design (ChERD), after the conference. This would ensure quality papers and also act as an incentive to authors to submit their work to the conference. 

It was agreed that the organisers would need actively to encourage participation from the US and indeed from other countries and would invite keynote speakers accordingly to make a genuinely international meeting.

Action: Dr Eva Sørensen to contact IChemE and ChERD

7. Next Working Party meeting

The next working party will take place in Spain, possibly in Huelva, organised by Professor Coca. As Professor Coca was not able to attend the meeting, an exact date was not agreed although the members agreed that 16-17 September 2004 would suit most.

Action: Working Party Secretary to contact Professor Coca

8. Publications

It was agreed that all presentations from technical meetings be made available electronically, although industrial speakers might want to omit company sensitive material. Dr Juhani Aittamaa agreed to host the presentations from this meeting on the Web site he had already set up. The members thanked him for this.

Action: Speakers to e-mail their presentations to Professor Aittamaa

9. Any other business

9.1 The Chairman informed the members that Professor Frits Zuiderweg (previous chair of WP and honorary member) had been awarded the Jacques Villermaux Medal from the EFCE for “…scientific achievement within the context of the EFCE’s science policy, working parties, conference programme or other relevant activities”. Members expressed their pleasure at this recognition of Frits’ work.

9.2 It suggested and agreed that new members would be asked to give a short presentation at their first meeting to make existing members aware of their research or industrial interests.

9.3 It was suggested and agreed at a future meeting to discuss Education in relation to where the discipline is heading in the future.

9.4 The members were informed that Professor Gorak and Dr Schoenmakers are taking over as joint chairmen of the German Working Party for Fluid Separation Processes ("Fluidverfahrenstechnik").
9.5 Dr Juhani Aittamaa and Mr Kari Keskinen were thanked for all their efforts in organising the technical meeting, this meeting and the industrial visit to Porvoo. The sponsors Neste Engineering (Fortum), Rintekno, VP Engineering, M Real and HUT were also thanked.

9.6 The Chairman introduced the problem that some members from low-wage-low-cost economies have in finding funds to attend meetings, and stressed the importance of maintaining an international network. Members view this sympathetically.

9 June 2003

Dr Eva Sorensen

