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  Introduction

                                                      Enrico  Bardone

The biological sciences combined with recent and expected future advances in process engineering will give the possibility to produce a wide variety of industrial products from renewable resources. The “ biobased  industrial products” include fuels, lubricants, plastics and chemicals.Today only a small fraction of biomass is used to produce biobased products due to the low cost of petroleum based products but with the increase of the price of the crude ,with the  development of cost-competitive technologies and taking into account the agreement of Kyoto to reduce  CO2 emission, is expected an  increase of their production.                                                                                            The biobased products have the potential to improve the sustainability of natural resources,environmental quality and to reduce drastically the import and the use of fossil fuels .

